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Thanks to the assistance of the German Embassy to Belarus, the
Institute for German Studies at EHU was established in 1998 to
promote cooperation between Germany and Belarus in the field of
education and research. Through the Institute, the University offered
educational programs in law, economics, and German studies with
instruction in German, and ran Belarusian-German research and
publishing projects, an unprecedented development for Belarus.
The University was also able to establish Centers for American
Studies, European and Transatlantic Studies, Gender Studies,
Problems of European Integration, Civic Education, Scandinavian
Studies, Advanced Studies and Education (CASE), the latter
specializing in Central and East European Border Studies. Moreover,

State vs. University:
Attack on academic freedoms
Since its founding, EHU has served as a crucible for
internationalization and liberalization of higher education in
Belarus. The Bologna Process in Europe, the goal of which is to
harmonize the educational systems of 40 countries, provided a
potential framework for Belarus to integrate itself into the European
joint higher education area. EHU's programs and faculty links to
European higher education put it in a unique position to assist other
Belarusian universities in their exploration of the possibilities offered
by the Bologna Process. However, after a brief period of hopeful
developments, the Lukashenko regime put an end to this
rapprochement of Belarusian higher education with European
colleagues. In a move to increase the state's political control over
the students' population, the regime utilized an abrupt change in
state policy to sharply curtail academi
d freedoms. The
attack was meant to isolate Bel
outside influences and restore a
I reminiscent of
the Soviet era.
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January 27,2004. The enlarged meeting of the EHU Academic
Council (Senate)adopted appeals to the University's founder and
members of the EH U Supervisory Board, the latter remaining in
authority to appoint and dismiss the EHU Rector. Both appeals
emphasized, "The Council (Senate)expresses its deep confidence
in A. Mikhailov, regards as inappropriate any form of external
pressure, leading him to a decision to leave his office, and
considers that the forced resignation of A. Mikhailov from the
Rector 's position would cause substantial damage to Belarusian
education and culture." Also, the Council (Senate) passed an
appeal to EHU Rector Anatoli Mikhailov, giving the highest
appraisal of his work as founder and leader of the University and
conveying an earnest request not to leave his position.
February 9,2004. Rector Prof. A. Mikhailov announced to the
Minister of education that with full support from the University
faculty and after consulting with foreign donors and partners, he
decided to decline the Minister's proposal to resign.
Having encountered such steadfast resistance, the regime realized

Chronicles
of international Support
"The flagrant violation of law by the Belarusian authorities regarding
EHU induced an unprecedented solidarity from the world's
academic community, which in turn supported creation of "the
EHU in Exile."
From the letter of Rector
Prof. Anatoli Mikhailov to the students

January23,2004. Ambassadors and Heads of diplamatic missions
of the EU member and accession countries accredited in Minsk
(France, Lithuania, Poland, United Kingdom of Great Britain and
N~rtkrn
i h d , Germaq 12aI$, Liamta, Slm&Yk8Czech &public,
Est~nk$
&& d;fMRMb&&rsdf fha L h k d %mof

July 30, 2004. The Presidency of the European Union forwarded its
statement on the situation in Belarus, saying, "The European Union
attaches great importance to the maintenance of the academic
structure and mission of the European Humanities Unibersity in
Minsk as a remarkable example of academic freedom and of
pursuance of true European values. The EU cannot fail to notice that
the measures taken by the Belarusian authorities against the
University are in sharp contradiction with the stated intention of
Belarus to work with the EU towards an improvement of EU-Belarus
relations. The EU cautions Belarus about the consequences of this
policy for its relations with the EU and therefore strongly calls on the
Belarusian authorities to reconsider their position".
August 6, 2004. OSCE Ambassador to Belarus, Mr. Eberhard
Heyken, addressed EHU students with a letter of support.
August 6, 2004. US Embassy made a statement on the Belarusian
authorities' actions leading to the closure of EHU and confirmed its
readiness ta continue supporting the University's efforts in the

October 11, 2004. Dr. Jonathan F. Fanton, President of the John D.
and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation (USA). sent a letter to
Alexander Lukashenko, urging the Government of Belarus to
reconsider its decision to close EHU. Mr. Fanton also expressed his
intention to "remain committed to fostering the important mission of
EHU in whatever form may be necessary or appropriate" and passed
a message of support to the University's students, faculty and
administrative staff.
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Odober 10,2004. The Presidium of the Conference of Rectors of
Polish Universities (Konferencja Rektorow Akademickich Szkol
Polskich - KRASP) adopted a resolution, in which it praised the
initiative of the KRASP member universities that supported EHU
students in their efforts to continue their studies in Poland. The
Resolution called upon other KRASP member universities to also
provide an opportunity for the EHU students to continue their
studies in Poland, or lend anv other kind of assistance.
October 21,1004. Mr. Lech Ka
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April 14, 2005. The 61" session of the United Nations Commission
on Human Rights passed a resolution on the situation of human
rights in Belarus, expressing deep concern "about the revocation of
the license of the European Humanities University (EhU) and the
continued pressure exehed by the Belarusian authorities on the EHU
and other academic institutions".
June9-10, 2005. Inaugural Conference of E.H.U. International took
place in Vilnius. The conference was attended by Lithuanian
President Valdas Adamkus, leading officials of foreign offices of a
number of European counties, ambassadors of the USA and EU
countries to Lithuania and Belarus, representatives of European
Commission and European Parliament, heads of international donor
organizations, European and Lithuanian universities, nongovernmental organizations, faculty members and students of
European Humanities University.
The EHU Inaugural Conference resulted in the decision to renew
the operations of EHU in Lithuania with the international
assistance, beginning in autumn 2005, Donors from the USA,
European Commission, and EU member states expressed their
commitment to supporting this ~ 6 ~ b d .

March 28, 2006. The EHU Senate adopted a statement, which read,
"We the members of the EHU Senate subscribe to the demands to
release participants of the peaceful rallies, which took place in
Belarus after the presidential election. We are indignant over the
violation of academic rights of the youth, expelled from Belarusian
institutions of higher learning for political reasons. The Senate
declares its readiness to admit students who have no opportunity to
continue education in Belarus to the corresponding programs of
EHU".

March 30-31,2006. The Committee on Culture, fierrce and
Education of the Council of Europe(Parliomentwy A s a b l y held a

The following entities contributed generously to the rescue of the University,
continuing its activities and the development of its programs:

Adam Mickiewicz University, Poznan, Poland
Alma College, USA
American University in Bulgaria, Blagoevgrad, Bulgaria
Andrew W. Mellon Foundation, USA
Bremen International University, Germany
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs
of the U.S. Department of State
Cabrini College, USA
Carnegie Corporation of New York, USA
Charles University, Prague, Czech Republic
College of Mt. St. Joseph, USA
USA
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Elon University, USA
Eurasia Foundation, USA
European Humanities U n
~urobeanUniversity ~oundation,Luxembourg
European University in St.-Petersburg, Russia

OSCE Office for Democratic Institutions and Human
Rights, Poland
OSCE Office in Minsk
Polish-American Freedom Foundation, Poland
Robert Bosch Foundation, Germany
Scholar Rescue Fund of the U N Institute of
International Education
Shenandoah University, USA
Srnolny College of Liberal Arts and Sciences at
St.-Petersburg State University, Russia
Sodertorn University College, Sweden
Southwestern College, USA
Swarthmore College, USA
Swedish Institute, Sweden
The Independent University of Madrid, Spain
The St. Petersburg School
Russia
United States Agency far I
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European Humanities
University, Vilnius,
mJuania: rebilth in exile
The forced closure of EHU does not denote the end of those
research and educational initiatives that have given the University its
international recognition and prestige. The academic school that has
emerged in EHU is already a fact, accepted by all, and remains
solid. The University is looking for new forms of knowledge
generation and transfer under challenging conditions. The conflict
which exdoded around EHU has revealed the significant strength of
the acaddrnic community, and no bureaucrat hagthe power toY

EHU Academic Programs
Bachelor's Degree Programs
1.
2.

3.
4.

5.

Political Science. European Studies
Media and Communication
-Visual and Cultural Studies
- Mass Media and Journalism
- Visual Design and Media
Political and Social Philosophy
Belarusian Studies
- History and Culture of Belarus
- Cross-Cultural Communication
- Protection and Uses of Cultural Heritage
International Law

Master's Degree Programs
1. European Studies
2. International and European Law
3. Gender. Culture. Society
- Gender Studies
- Visual and Cultural Studies
4. Political Sciences for Leaders and Activists of Nongovernmental Organizations. Democracy and Civil Society
5. Social Theory and Political Philosophy
Together with our European and American partners we are working
on restoring business and economics education at EHU and on
developing new bachelor's and master's degree programs in
sociology, history, international relations and cultural policy.
In cooperation with our Lithuanian colleagues, we intend to restore
and register doctoral degree programs in humanities and social
sciences. EHU will continue to work toward integration of
intellectual resources in the region for the development of research
and advanced studies.
The European Humanities University becomes ever more attractive
to young Belarusians, for whom our university is inseparable from
our country's European democratic choice. Our students and
teachers were among the leaders and participants of the March
2006 peaceful protests against the forged presidential election
results. Many former and current EHU students have been subject
to political persecution on the part of the authorities. However, we
all believe that a free university advances the victory of freedom in
our country, when we will be able to return home.
This day will come soon!
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